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GEORGE IESLEY. 409

discover that certain bulls prohibited the reception of newly converted heretics.
‘The ingenuity of his friend, Ange, attempted to relieve him from this dilemma.
It was represented that there was a rational distinction betwixt heretics in a
catholic country, and the children of Huguenots, who had no means of knowing
the true faith. The distinction, however, was not satisfactory to the general of
the order, and Lesley formed the bold design of bursting into the papal pre-
sence, and enforcing his request.  When the youth lifted up his adoring eyes,
to look at the countenance of the vicegerent of God, the whole chamber beamed
with a dazzling light, more luminous than the sun, the brigliter rays of light be-
ing there accumulated to form a tiara for the majesty of the sacred head. A
phenomenon which we are confidentially assured by the biographer, always at.
tends the pontifical presence, although it is not often visible to the naked eye.
By the intervention of the pope, he was received into the order, and became a
capuchin, and assuming the ecclesiastical name of Archangel, he preached with
cdification, Twenty years had elapsed since his departure from Scotland, when
liis mother, hearing that he had disgraced his family by joining a fraternity of
beggars, at first (according to the charitable presumption of the archbishop),
vished io assassinate him, but preferred the more humane alternative of sending
Ler second son, the baron of ‘I'orry, to convert him. It would be tedious to tell
how the brothers met, and how tlhe reverse of what was expected took place, by
the baron joining the true faith, and both forming a project for the conversion
of their mother, and the other inhabitants of Scotland. ‘I'he baron was the first
to return to Scotland, and accident soon revealed the change in his faith; in
the mean time Lesley was chosen capuchin preacher at the court of Mary of
Medicis, queen regent of France, and on the institution of the college de propa-
ganda fide, by Gregory XV., he was appointed papal emissary to Scotland, to
procure the restoration of that lost land to the true faith, at the same time ac-
cepting the additional situation of interpreter to the Spanish ambassador in Eng-
Jand. Lesley, or as his biographer at this period commonly terms him, Arch-
angel, wrote a letter to his mother, which with much discretion he delivered
himself. Ile was received with considerable cold politeness, and entertained in
the castle; where, however, he could not eat his dinner in peace from being
compelled to sit beside a heretic clergyman, who pocketed 300 crowns annually
for teaching the doctrines of damnation, to whom, says his author, whenever he
turned his eyes, he thought the banquet assumed the aspect of a funeral meal.
Archangel kept his secret about six days, when a remark which he made con-
nected with a change in the establishment, proved him not to be a stranger, and
he was compelled to make himself known. The rejoicings at this event can
scarcely be described in words. The old lady received tliousands of visits of
congratulation, the fame of the event reached even to Aberdeen (about twenty-
five miles), fires of rejoicing were lighted up on the castle of Monymusk,* and the
inhabitants of the fown® discharged culverins and let off sky-rockets. He com-
menced a vigorous discharge of the duties of his mission ; he led the people to
an adjoining mountain, where he had not been preaching half a quarter of an
hour, when the people shuddered, changed colour, and kuelt at his feet,—he
converted 4000 io the true faith in eight months., He now naturally turned his
eyes towards the salvation of his mother, to which he was resolved to make his
way through the heretical priest. The reverend gentleman at first declined
any discussion, but he was at length compelled to come to issue. He was asked
what was the denomination of his peculiar faith, and with much simplicity an-

* The castle of Monymusk is a neat old Flemish building, which would make a rather dimi-
uutive modern mansion,
5 The hamlet of Monymusk contains about 50 inhabitants.
Jhi s 3F




410 GEORGE LESLEY.

swered, it was the church of Geneva. Archangel then asked if the clinreh of
Geneva was ever mentioned in Seripture ? this was a howme thrust to the minister,
who had seen no more in Scripture about the church of Geneva, than about the
stipend of Monymusk, Like a prudent man, however, he promised to produco
what was wanted if he could get time; but after repeated delays, having failed,
Archangel triumphantly pointed to the epistle to the Romans as a proof of the
existence of his church ; the heretic was dismissed for incapability and error,
and his mistress’s faith ceded to the victor. The conversion of the mother was
followed by that of the other members of the family, and the whole establishment
of the castle. A splendid chapel was fitted up for the celebration of ‘the rites
of the Reman catholic church, and the object of the mission made rapid progress
for two years, at the end of which period, one of king James’s edicts against
Roman cathelics compelled Arehangel to retire to England, aud theve prosecute
lis mission in secrecy, having been compelled to leave his bools and papers as
a prey to the enemy. Iis mother’s goods were confiscated, and she was reduced
to the utmost misery by protestant persecution. In these circumstances her son
resolved to visit her, and dressing himself as an itinerant vender of herbs,
passed through the streets of Monymusk, vociferating ¢ Buy my greens:’ he
obtained an interview with his mother, who was reduced to the necessity of being
compelled to purchase some of his commodity, and a scene ensued, which our
limits will not permit us to describe. Deing interrupted in his visit by the pro-
testant © inquisitors,” he was compelled to return to Ingland, whence he was sum-
moned to Italy to attend the head of his order, on the ground of some alleged
malversation, the cause of which is not very lucidly explained. The plague
raged in ltaly during his journey, and he for some time occupied himself in at-
tending the sicl at Cremona. Ile was then appointed guardian of the convent
of Mount George in the diocese of Fermo. Here he became acquainted with the
archbishop who has so lucidly written his memoirs, and through a mutual miracle
a second mission to Britain was concocted between them. Archangel set out ac-
companied by another Scottish capuchin called Epiphanes; their vessel was
overtaken by a violent storm, and after a few amiable discussions about tossing
overboard some useless hands, in order to lighten her, she was wrecked, the two
capuchins being miraculously saved, along with some passengers, among whom
were two English gentlemmen whom Archangel converted by the following com-
fortable argument : ¢ I¥e hold that you cannot be saved, you admit that we may;
Jjudge, then, which is the safest religion.?® Tle after this met a young Scots-
man, who gave him the pleasing intelligence, that, notwithstanding the persecu-
tions suffered by the true faith in Scotland, one influential family in the neigh-
bourhood of the Zarge town of Monymusk had been spared, the influence of the
king of France having procured the restoration of their estates, and permission
to exercise their religion. This gentleman turned out to be his younger bro-
ther, Edward, from whom he learned also the sad intelligence, that their mother
had fallen into a fever, and died, from the dread that her son had been
drowned in his voyage. After this, many adventures happened to Archangel,
among which, some too curious remarks made by him on the fortifications
of Newport caused his appreliension as a spy.  His zeal not decreasing, he wore
out the patience of the monarch, and becoming again amenable to the laws
against papists, was commanded to quit the kingdom. On his journey southward,
he made many miraculous conversions, and particularly on the persons of noble.
men in the neighbourhood of the city of Torfecan (Torphichen.) While near
the borders of Lngland, his exertions produced a fever, of which he died, and a

6 A favourite argument with Roman catholics, to which Jeremy Taylor made a well known
and unanswerable answer,
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JOHIN LESLIE.—CHARLES LESLIE. 411

Jesuit in the neighbourhood performed over him the last offices of charity. So
terminate the adventures of Le Capuchin Ecossois, of which we are s0rTy We are
compelled to cmit many choice portions.

LESLIE, Jouy, bishop of Clogher, was born at Balquhain, in the north of
Scotland, after the middle of the sixteenth century. He was of an ancient and
highly respectable family. The ecarlier part of his education he received at
Aberdeen, the latter part at Oxford. He afterwards travelled into Spain, Italy,
Germany, and Irance, and acquired such a proficiency in the languages of all
these countries, excepting the last, that he spoke them with the fluency of 2 na-
tive. In the Latin language he particularly excelled, and was so familiar with
it, that it was said of ‘him in Spain, when he resided there, Solus Lesletus La-
tine logquitur. He remained on this occasion twenty-two years abroad, and,
during that time was present at the siege of Rochelle. He also accompanied the
dulce of Buckingham on the expedition to the isle of Rhee.

Leslie stood high in favour with Charles L., and was by that menarch admitted
a member of his privy council. In 1633 he was appointed to the bishopric of
Raphoe, in Ireland, where lie built a handsome palace. This building he after-
wards held out against Cromywell, adopting the loyal alternative of enduring a
siege rather than submit to the usurper.

On the death of his royal patron he went abroad, where he remained till after
the restoration. e then returned to England, and in 1661 was translated 1o the
seo of Clogher. Tlere he remained till his death, which took place in 1671, when
he was upwards of one hundred years of age. Ie was then the oldest bishop in
the world, having filled that dignified station for fifty years.

Liusue, Cusrees, a celebrated non-juring divine, was the second son of the
bishop of Clogher. Ife was born in the year 1650. Ile commenced his edu-
cation at Inniskillen, Ireland, and was admitted a fellow-commoner in Trinity
college, Dublin, in 1664, Here he continued till he commenced master of arts,
and during this period acted as tutor to Mr Michael Ward, afterwards bishop of
Derry. After the death of his father, in 1671, he came over to England, and
entered himself in the temple at London, and for some years studied the law.
Finding this an uncongenial pursuit hie relinquished it, and applied to divinity.
In 1680 he was admitted into holy orders, and in 1687 became chancellor of
the cathedral church of Connor, and also acted as a justice of the peace. Soon
after his appointment he distinguished himself in a public religious controversy,
with Patrick Tyrrel, a Roman catholic, who had been appointed to the see of
Clogher. The dispulation was numerously attended by persons of the persua-
sions of both the champions, and each assigned the victory to the defender of his
own faith ; but it is beyond doubt, that Leslie had greatly the advantage of his
antagonist. He afterwards lield another public disputation with two eminent
popish divines in the church of T'ynan, diocese of Armagh. The controversy
was maintained in the presence of a large assembly, commposed, as in the
former case, of persons of both religions; and here again the talents of Leslie
brought him off triumphantly. He was now become exceedingly popular in the
country for his theological acquirements, and a circumstance soon afterwards oc-
curred which procured him equal celebrity for his political knowledge, and for
his intrepidity of character. A Roman catholic high sherift’ having been ap-
pointed for the county of Monaghan, the gentlemen of the county, in great alarm
at this indication of catholic ascendency, hastened to wait upon him for his ad-
vice, as to how they should act with regard to the newly appointed officer, whose
religion disqualified him, by law, for the situation. Mr Leslie told them, that it
would be equally illegal in them to permit the sheriff to act, and in him to at-
tempt it; that though appointed by the authority of the erown, he, being of
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412 CHARLES LESLIE.

the Roman catholic persuasion, could not have taken the oaths necessary to
qualify him for the office, and that therefore his nomination was illegal. 'I'his
doctrine he afterwards held at the quarter sessions, where the case came to be
decided, and so eflectually did he urge his objections, and that in the presence
of the sheriff’ himself, that the bench unanimously agreed to commit the pretend-
ed ofticer for his intrusion, Mvr Leslie thus placed himself in conspicuous op-
position to the dominant party, and openly declared that he no longer cousid-
ercd James as the defender of the faith,

Notwithstanding, however, of his hostility to the papists, lie continued a staunch
supporter of the exiled family at the revolution in 1688, and refused to take the
oaths to king William and queen Mary. The consequence of this fidelity was
the loss of all his preferments.

When Ireland became disturbed in 1689, Nr Leslie removed with his family
to England, where he employed himself in writing political pamphlets to serve
the cause which he had embraced ; but, though opposed to the existing govern-
ment he continued a zealous and active supporter of the church of England.
About this time he entered into a controversy with the quakers, which is said to
have arisen from the circumstance of his lodging with a family of that persua-
sion, This family he converted. The first of the several treatises which he
wrote against the quakers is entitled,  The Snake in the Grass.” It appeared
in 1696, and soon ran into a second edition. It was answered by George
Whithead in a pamphlet entitled, ““ An Antidote to the Snake in the Grass.”
In his second edition Mr Leslie noticed this answer ; but he was again assailed
in a production called, ¢ Satan dissolved from his Disguises of Light,” which
also appeared in 1696. 'To this, and several other attacks, Mr Leslie replied
at great length in ¢¢ A Defence of a book entitled the Snake in the Grass.”
This again provoked a host of answers, amongst which was one by the quakenrs,
entitled ‘“ A Switch for the Snake.” To this Mr Leslie again replied in ¢ A
Second Defence, or the third and last part of the Snake in the Grass.”

The most celebrated works of Mr Leslie, though these just enumerated dis-
covered singular ability, were those which he wrote against the deists. The first
of these was published, in 1697, in a letter to a friend, and was entitled ““ A
Short and easy Method with the Deists.” The friend alluded to in the title
was a lady, though the work bears that it was a gentleman. Having been
thrown accidentally into the company of infidels, she applied to Mr Leslie for
¢¢ some short topic of reason, without running to authorities and the intricate
mazes of learniug.” The treatise was effectual, and Mr Leslie, although it was
not his original intention, was prevailed upon to publish it. This work he en-
Jarged considerably in a second edition. No answer appeared to the Short and
Easy Method till 1710, when it was replied to in a treatise entitled ‘“ A detec-
tion of the true meaning and wicked designs of a book entitled,” &c. Mr
Leslie replied to this attack in ¢ The Truth of Christianity Demonstrated,” to
which was prefixed, ‘° A Vindication of the Short Method with the Deists.”” ‘Ihese
works against deism produced a powerful effect, and amongst others the conver-
sion of a person of the name of Gildon, who had acquired considerable celebrity
as a member of that persuasion. This man not only professed himself convinced
of his errors, and publicly retracted them, but wrote a book against the opinions
which he had formerly entertained, entitled ¢“ The Deist’s Manual, or a rational
Inquiry into the Christian Religion.”

Encouraged by the success of his attack on deism, Mr Leslie, in 1699, pro-
duced his *“ Short Method with the Jews,” a work which was first suggested by a
similar circumstance with that which had given rise to his Short Method with the
Deists. An eminent Jew had been converted by his reasoning, and had inti-
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mated his intention of publicly owning his conviction. ‘Lhe convert, however,
died during Mr Leslie’s absence, without exhibiting the recantation which he had
proposed.

The next controversy in which Mr Leslie was engaged, was with the Socini-
ans. It began in 1694. In 1697 he published the first of the six dialogues,
entitled ¢¢ The Sociniau Controversy Discussed.” This was answered in a short
tract, entitled ‘¢ Remarks on Mr Charles Leslie’s Itirst Dialogue on the Socinian
Controversy.” Mr Leslie replied, and was again answered by his opponent in
¢¢ A Vindication of the Remarks,” DMnr Leslie now published ¢ A Reply to the
Vindication,” and with this ended the first part of the controversy.

His principal works against the papists were, ¢ The True Nature of the Catho-
lic Church, in answer to the Bishop of Meaux’s letter to My Nelson,” printed in
1703 ; “The Case Stated between the Church of Rome, and the Church of
England, published in 1713 ; and ‘¢ Of Private Judgment and Authorityin Mat-
ters of Faith.”” These works are said to have made several converts from
popery.

Although thus earnestly and laboriously employed in the cause of religion,
My Leslie did not neglect the interests, so far as any eflorts of his could serve
them, cf the exiled family. He wrote several political tracts during this period,
and madeseveral journeys to Bar le Duc to visit the Pretender, who was then
residing there. These journeys, however, and his political treatises, especially
one, entitled ¢¢ The Good Old Cause,”’ published in 1710, gave such offence to
the ruling party, that it is said a warrant for his appreliension was actually issued
against him. However this may be, he found it necessary to quit the kingdom
in 1713, when he proceeded to Barle Due, and took up lis residence by invita-
tion with the Pretender, who procured a room to be fitted up for him in his own
house. While here, My Leslie was permitted to officiate in a private chapel af-
ter the manner of the church of England, and it is even said, that the Pretender
had promised to listen to his arguments concerning his religion, and that Mr Leslie
had in vain endeavoured his conversion. This, however, is contradicted by lord
Bolingbroke, who asserts, that he 1ot only refused to listen to Mr Leslie, but
forbade all discussion on religious matters. Notwithstanding of this, however,
and of several other subjects of dissatisfaction with the chevalier, whose conduct
towards him does not appear to have been altogether adjusted to his deserts,
My Leslie continued to remain with him, and in 1716 accompanied him into
Italy, after his unsuccessful attempt upon England. Here he remained till 1721,
when he found his situation so exceedingly disagreeable, that he determined on
returning to his native country. This he accomplished, but died in the follow-
ing year, on the 13th April, in lis own house, at Glaslough, in the county of
Monaghan.

The list of Mr Leslie’s works, political and theological, is exceedingly volu-
minous. The theological works in seven volumes were printed in 1832 at the
Oxford university press.

LESLIE, Jouy, bishop of Ross, and distinguished for his indefatigable exer..
tions in behalf of queen Mary, was born in 1526, being the son of Gavin Leslie,
an eminent lawyer, descended from the barons of Balquhain, one of the most
respectable branches of the ancient family of Leslie. He received his education
at the university of Aberdeen, and in 1547 was made canon of the cathedral
church of that diocese. e subsequently pursued his studies in the universities
of Toulouse, Poictiers, and Paris, at which last place he took the degree of doc-
tor of laws. In 1554 he was ordered home by the queen regent, and made of-
ficial and vicar-general of the diocese of Aberdeen. In the turmioil of the Refor-
mation, which soon after commenced, Leslie became a noted champion of the
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Romish faith, and appeared on that side in the famous disputation at Edinburgh
in 1560. When it was resolved to bring over the young queen from France to
assume the government of her native country, Leslie was the chief deputy sent
to her by the catholics to gain her exclusive favour for that party; but though
lLic had the dexterity to arrive before the protestant depatation, he was not suc-
cessful.  Leslie, however, rcturned to Scotland in the queen’s company, and
was appointed by her a privy councillor and one of the senators of the college
of justice. In 1564 the abbey of Lindores was conferred upon him, and he
was soon afler promoted to the bishopric of Ross; offices catholic in form, but
which now referred to little more than certain temporalities to which they con-
ferred a title. Leslie was enc of the sixtcen commissioners appointed in this
reign to revise the Scottish laws, and it was chiefly owing to his care that the
volume of the acts of parliament, usually called the Black Acts, from its being
printed in the old Inglish character, was given to the world in the year 1566.
The name of the bishop of Ross derives its chief lustre from the steadfastness
and zeal with which he adhered to the fortunes of his royal mistress, after they
had experienced the remarkable reverse which is well known to have befallen
them., When DMary had become an almost hopeless captive in England, this
amiable prelate, at the hazard of all his temporal enjoyments, continued to ad-
here to her, and to exert himself in her behalf, with a fidelity which would
have adorned any cause. Ile was one of her commissioners at the conference
of York in 1568 ; on which occasion he defended her with a strength of reason-
ing, which is allowed to have produced a great impression, though it did not de-
cide the argument in her favour. He afterwards appeared as her ambassador at
the court of Elizabeth, to complain of the injustice done to her; and if the
English princess had not been a party interested in the detention of his mistress,
his solicitations could have hardly failed of effect. When he found that entrea-
ties and appeals to justice were of no avail, he contrived means for the escape
of the queen, and planned the project for her marriage to the duke of Norfolk,
which ended in the execution of that unfortunate nobleman. Leslie was ex-
amined in reference to this plot, and notwithstanding his privileges as an am-
bassador, which he vainly pleaded, was committed prisoner, first to the isle of
Ely, and afterwards to the tower of London, It appears to have been during
this confinement, that he wrote the historical work by which his name is now
chiefly known. In 1573 he was liberated from prison, but only to be banished
from England. He then employed himself for two years in soliciting the interfer-
ence of the continental princes in behalf of his mistress, but without obtaining
for her any active assistance. Tven with the pope, whom he requested to use
his influence with these princes, he met with no better success.  While at Rome,
he published his history in Latin, under the title of ¢ De Origine, Moribus, et
Rebus Gestis Scotorum.”  This appeared in 1578: next year, having removed to
France, he was made sufiragan and vicar-general of the archibishopric of Rouen,
in Normaudy, and while visiting the diocese, was apprehended and threwn into
prison, and obliged to pay three thousand pistoles, to prevent his being given
up to Elizabeth. During the remainder of the reign of Henry 111., he lived un-
molested ; but on the accession of the protestant Henry 1V., who was the strict
ally of Elizabeth, he fell again into trouble. In the course of his visitation of the
diocese in 1590, he was once more thrown info prison, and forced to purchase
his freedom at the same expense as before. In 1593 he was made bishop of
Constance, but being now apparently tired of life, which for many years had
presented only disappointments and vexations, he soon after retircd into a
monastery at Gurtenburg, about two miles from Brussels, where he spent the re-
mainder of his days in tranquillity. He died, May 31st, 1596, and lics buriced
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in tlhie monastery, under a monument erected to his memory by his nephew and
heir, John Leslie.

Bishop Leslie is generally allowed the praise of great learning and of high
diplomatic abilities, though it js almost as generally regretted, that he did not
turn them to a Dbetter use. MHis fidelity to a declining cause is also allowed,
even by ils enemies, to have been a sentiment as free from the dross of worldly
or selfish views as the motives of a line of public conduct ever are. The isola-
tion of a cathelic church dignitavy in society seems favourable to the develop-
ment of such sentiments; and there are not many cases in which the principle
is observed to liave been more powerful than in the history of this Scottish pre-
late. Mis tongue, his pen, the travel of his body, his temporal fortune, were all
devoted with the most generous unreserve o the cause which he thought that of
justice and true religion ; and what more can any man do, to show the superior-
ity of his nature to the meaner passions ?

The works of bishop Leslie are as follow: 1. Defence of the honour of
Mary Queen of Scotland ; with a declaration of her right, title, and interest to
the crown of England; Liege, 1571, 8vo, which was immediately suppressed.
2. Afilicti Animi Consolationes et Tranquilli Animi Conservatio ; Paris, 1574.
3. De Origine, Moribus, et Rebus Gestis Scotorum : Roma, 1578, 4to. 4. A
Treatise showing that the Regiment of Women is conformable to the law of God
and Nature. 5. De Titulo et Jure Mariz Scotorum Reginz, quo Angliz Suc-
cessionem Jure sibi vindicat; Rheims, 1580, 4to. 6. The History of Scotland,
from the death of James I. in 1436, to the year 1561 ; Edinburgh, 1830, 4to.

The volume last mentioned was printed from a manuscript in the possession
of the earl of Leven and Melville. It is in the Scottish fongue, and forms the
original of the three latter books of the Latin history, which differs from it in
no respect except in being a litile more ample. It appears to have been con-
posed in the vernacular tongue, in order that it might be of use to his captive
mistress, who, it i3 to be presumed, was not so good a Latinist as her cousin
Elizabeth., The reason of his presenting her with only this detachment of the
history of her country, was, that the preceding part was already to be had in
Bellenden’s version of Boece. That work stops at the death of James L., and it
would naturally occur to bishop Leslie, that a continuation to his own time was
a desideratum, both to the people and to her whom he maintained to be their
sovereign. He finished his work in March, 1570, and presented the unfortunate
queen with the manuscript in 15715 but it never saw the light till the date
above mentioned, when one hundred copies were printed for the Bannatyne
Club, with fifty additional for sale to the public. The style of the work, though
it could not fail to sound rudely in the ears of a modern Englishman, is highly
elegant and dignified, forming a wonderful improvement upon the rude sim-
plicity of Bellenden. The worthy bishop informs us, that he stops at the be-
ginning of queen Mary’s reign, because the transactions subsequent to that pericd
contain much that he does not think would reflect honour upon his country :
there could be few whose words were more worth listening to, respecting that
important and greatly controverted part of our history.

The volume alluded to contains a portrait of Leslie, representing him as a
grave and venerable man, with an aquiline nose, a small beard, and a very
lofty and capacious forehead. As a specimen of the Scottish which a learned
prelate would then write, and a queen peruse, we may quote the bishop’s char-
acter of James V.

¢¢ Their was gryt dule and meane maid for him throw all the partis of his
realme, because he was a nobill prince, and travaillet mekill all his dayis for
manitening of his subjectis in peace, justice, and quietnes. He wasa man of
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416 SIR JOHN LESLIE.

pearsonage and stature convenient, albeit michtie and strong theirwith; of coun-
tenance amiable and lufely, specially in his communication ; his eyes graye and
scharp of sichit, that quliomsoever he did ones see and marke, he wald perfytly
knawe in all tymes thairefter; of witt in all things quick and prompt, of a
p]imc]) stomacke and heich courage in greit perillis, donbtful affairis and mat-
eris of weiclitie importance ; lie h:ul in a maner a divine foresicht, for in sie
thingis as he went about to doo, lie did them advisedlye, and with grit delib-
eracion, to the intent that amangis all men his witt and prudence might be noted
and reg'm-dit, and alsfarre excell and pas all uthers in estait and dignitie. De.
sides this, lie was sober, moderate, honest, cffabill, curtcous; and so farr ablior-
rit pride 'm(l arrogance, that he was ever sharpe and quiek to thame quhilk were
spotted or nottit mth l]nl. crime. e was alsua a good and suir justiciar, be
the quhilke one thing lie allurit to him the hartis of all the people, because they
lived quictlie and in rest, out of all oppressioun and molestacioun of the nobili-
tye and riche persones; and to this severyte of his wes joinit and anuexit a
certane merciful pitye, quhilk he did oftymes shaw to sic as had offendit, taking
rather composicions of money nor menis lyvis, * * * * This gude and
modest prince did not devoure and consume the riches of his countrey, for by
his heich pollicye marvellouslie riched his realme and himselfe, both with gold
and silver, all kinds of riche substance, quhairof he left greyt stoir and quanti-
tie in all his palices at his departing. And so this king, living all his tyme in
the favour of fortune, in heich hononr, riches, and glorye, and for his nobill
actis and prudent pollyces, worthye to be registrat in the buike of fame, gaif up
and randerit his spreit into the hands of Allmichty God, quhair I doubt not bot
lie hes suir fruition of the joye that is prepavit for these as sell sitt on the richt
hand of our Salveour.”

LESLIE, (Sik) Jonx, professor of natural philosophy in the university of
Edinburgh, and distinguished by his valuable writings and discoveries, was born
at the kirk-town of Largo, in Fife, on the 16th of April, 1766. His father,
Robert Leslie, by profession a joiner and cabinet-maler, and originally from
the neighbourhood of St Andrews, was a much respected and worthy man, and
seems, in point of education and general attainmeunts, to have been superior to
the majority of persons in his station at that period. ‘The mother of Sir John
Leslie was Anne Carstairs, a native of Largo. When very young, he was sent
to a woman’s school in the village, but remained only a short time there. Af-
terwards he was placed under a My Thomson at Lundin Mill, with whom he
learned to write; and lastly he went to Leven school, and began to learn
Latin ; but being a wealkly boy, and unable to walk so far, he was obliged after
about six weeks to give up attendance. As these were the only schools he at-
tended before going to college, it is evident that his elementary acquirements
must have been exceedingly imperfect. He received, however, while at home,
some lessons in mathematics from his elder brother Alexander, and soon began
to show a surprising aptitude for that branch of science. His manners at this
period of life were remarkably reserved and shy. e seemed bent on devoting
himself entirely to study, and vead with peculiar avidity all the books that came
within his reach, on mathematics and natural philosophy. To Latin he took a
strong dislilie, and could not be induced to resume the study of it till after his
first year at college.

His extraordinary proficiency in geometrical exercises, joined to a considera-
tion of the unfavourable circumstances under which lie had acquired it, brought
him at an early period under the notice of professors Robison and Stewart, of the
university of Edinburgh, who were much inipressed by the extraordinary powers
which he displayed. It was at length resolved by his parents, that lLie should
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be sent to the university of St Andrews, in order to fit himself for a learned
profession, and he was accordingly entered there, as a student of mathematics,
in 1779. At the first distribution of prizes, he altracted some attention by his
proficiency, which was the means of introducing him to the patronage of the earl
of Kinnoul, then chancellov of the university. Being now destined for the
church, he went through the regular routine of instructions for that purpose.
After attending for six sessions at St Andrews, he removed to Edinburgh, in
company with another youth,—destined like himself to obtain a high niche in the
temple of fame, and to be honoured, at the same moment with himself, more
than forty years after, with a royal favour expressive of his equal merit,~—James
(afterwards Sir James) Ivory. At St Andrews he had also formed an acquaintance
with Dr William Thomson, the continuator of Watson’s Life of Philip II., and
laiterly a professed author of no small note in London. At the university of
Ldinburgh Mr Leslie studied three years, during which time he was introduced
to Dr Adam Smith, and employed by that eminent man in assisting the studies
of his nephew, afterwards lord Reston. e now gave up his intention of adop-
ting the clerical profession, which he found to be in a great measure incompati-
ble with the strong bent which his mind had taken towards physical studies.

In 1788, he went to Virginia, as tutor to two young college friends, Messrs
Randolph ; and after spending more than a year in America, returned to Edin-
burgh. In January 1790, he proceeded to London, carrying with him some
recommendatory letters from Dr Smith; he has been heard to mention, that
one of the most pressing injunctions with which he was honoured by that illustrious
philosopher, was to be sure, if the person to whom he was to present himself
was an author, to read his book before approaching him, so as to be able to
speals of it, if there should be a fit opportunity. His first intention was to de-
liver lectures on natural philosophy; but being disappointed in his views, he
found it expedient to commence writing for periodical works, as the readie:t
means of obtaining subsistence. For obtaining employment of this kind, he was
mainly indebted to his friend Dr William Thomson, who engaged him upon the
notes of a new edition of the Bible, which he was then publishing in numbers.
About three months after his arrival in London, lie made an agreement with Mx
DMuyray, the bookseller, to translate BDuffon’s Natural History of Birds, which was
published in 1793, in nine octavo volumes. The sum he received for it laid
the foundation of that pecuniary independence which, unlike many other men of
genius, his prudent habits fortunately enabled him early to attain. The preface
to this work, which was published anonymously, is characterised by all the
peculiavities of his later style; but it also bespeaks a mind of great native
vigour and lofty conceptions, strongly touched with admiration for the sublime
and the grand in nature and science. During the progress of the translation,
he fulfilled an engagement with the Messrs Wedgewood of Ltruria in Stafford-
shire, to superintend their studies; he left them in 1792. In 1794, Mr Leslie
spent a short time in Holland ; and, in 1796, he made the tour of Germany and
Switzerland with Mr Thomas Wedgewood, whose early death he ever lamented
as a Joss to science and his country. About this period, he stood candidate
for a chair at St Andrews, and subsequently, for that of natural philosophy in
Glasgow, but without success. The fortunate candidate on the latter occasion
was Dr James Brown of St Andrews, with whom Mz Leslie to the end of his life
maintained a constant intimacy. In 1799, he travelled through Norway and
Sweden, in company with Mr Robert Gordon, whose friendship lie had acquired
at St Andrews college.

At what period Mr Leslie first struck into that brilliant field of inquiry where

hie beeame 5o conspicuous for his masterly experiments and striking discoveries
111, 3G
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regarding radiant heat, and the connexion between light and heat, we are un-
able to say. But his Differential Thermometer—one of the most beautiful and
delicate instruments that induclive genius ever contrived as a help to experimen-
tal inquiry, and which rewarded its author by its happy ministry to the success
of some of his finest cxperiments—must have been invented before the year
1800, as it was described in Nicholson’s Philosophical Journal some time dur-
ing that year. ‘The results of these fine inquiries, in which he was so much
aided by this exquisite instrument, were published to the world in 1804, in his
celebrated ¢ Essay on the Nature and Propagation of Heat.”' The experimental
devices and remarkable discoveries which distinguish this publication, far more
than atone for its great defects of method, its very questionable theories, and its
transgressions against that simplicity of style which its aspiring author rather
spurned than was unable to exemplify ; but which must be allowed to be a quality
peculiarly indispensable to the communication of scientific knowledge. The
work was honoured, in the following year, by the unanimous adjudication to its
author, by the council of the Royal Society, of the Rumford Medals, appropri-
ated to reward discoveries in that province, whose nature and limits lie had so
much illustrated and extended.

DMy Leslie thus distinguished himself by his acquirements, when, early in
1805, in consequence of the translation of professor Playfair from the chair of
mathematics to that of natural philosophy in the university of Edinburgh, the
former became vacant, and the subject of this memoir appeared as a candidate
for the situation. It might have been expected that, where the qualifications of
the individual were so decidedly above all rivalry, there could have been no
hesitation in his native country to confer upon him the honouwr which he sought.
Such there might not have been, if what is called the moderate party in the
Scottish church, had not been inspired by a jealousy of his liberal principles in
politics, accompanied by a desire of advancing one of their own number, to op-
pose his election. ‘The person brought forward as the rival candidate was Dr
‘Thomas Macknight, one of the ministers of the city, and son of the venerable
commentator on the Epistles,—a gentleman highly qualified, no doubt, not only
for this, but for almost any other chair in the university; but who, neverthe-
less, could not be matched against an individual so distinguished for the benefits
he had conferred on science as Mr Leslie; and who was moreover liable to the
disqualifying consideration that he was already engaged in an office which, to
be well done, requires the whole man, while Mr Leslie stood in the light of a
most useful member of society in a great measure unprovided for.

The electors in this case were the magistrates and town-council of Edinburgh,
and to them DMy Leslie was recommended not only by fame, but by the warmest
testimonials from Sir Joseph Banks, Mr Dempster of Dunnichen, Dr Huiton of
Woolwich, Baron Masseres, and Dr Maskelyne. In the supposition that these
men were disposed to discharge their trust with fidelity, they could have no hesi-
tation in preferring Mr Leslie ; and it is to be related to their credit, that they
had no such hesitation. On learning the bent of their resolution, the ministers
of Edinburgh held various private meetings, as if to indicate the more pointedly
that they had a peculiar interest of their own in the matter ; and it was resolved
to oppose Mr Leslie’s election on the grounds of what they deemed an infidel
note in his essay on heat; employing for this purpose a clause in the funda-
mental charter of the college, directing the magistrates to take the advice of the
Edinburgh clergy in the election of professors.

! Previous to this period, Mr Leslie, when not otherwise or elsewhere engaged, used to
live with his brothers at Largo ; and there were the experiments for his essay on heat carried
on, ané the book writtcn.
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"I'he note alluded to was one in reference to the unphilosophical theories which
once attempted to explain the phenomena of gravitation by means of invisible
ethers. Mr Leslie, in treating this point, found it convenient to refer to My
Hume’s theory of cause and effect, in which, as is well known, he makes use
of certain generally received doctrines to invalidate the argument for the exist-
ence of the Deity. In making the reference, it did not seem to Mr Leslie fo be
necessary that he should condemn the ultimate use made of these doctrines by
Mr Hume, since he was only engaged in a physical examination. His note,
therefore, stands as follows : ¢ Mr Hume is the first, so far as I know, who has
treated of causation in a truly philosophic manmner. His Essay on Necessary
Connexion seems a model of clear and accurate reasoning, But it was only
wanted to dispel the cloud of mystery which had so long darkened that im-
portant subject. 'The unsophisticated sentiments of mankind are in perfect uni-
son with the deductions of logic, and imply at bottom nothing more in the rela-
tion of cause and effect, than a constant invariable sequence.”” From these words,
however, it was evident, in the opinion of his clerical opponents, ‘¢ that Mr
Leslie, having, with My Hume, denied all such necessary connexion between
cause and effect, as implies an operating principle in the cause, has, of course,
laid a foundation for rejecting all argument that is derived from the works of
God, to prove either his being or attributes.”

When Mr Leslie was infornmed of the grounds on which the Edinburgh min-
isters rested their opposition, he addressed a letter to the Rev. Dr Hunter, pro-
fessor of divinity, and one of the few clergymen of the city who were not opposed
to him, laying before him some explanations of the note, to which he begged
him to call the attention of his brethren. These explanations were chiefly what
are stated above, and are thus followed up: ¢“ I have the fullest conviction that
my ideas on the question to which the note refers, would appear to coincide, in
every essential respect, with those of the most enlightened adversaries of NMr
Hume’s philosopby. But, limited as I am to afew moments of time, I can
only disavow (which I do with the greatest sincerity and solemnity,) every infer-
ence which the ingenuity of my opponents may be pleased to draw from the
partial view I have taken of the general doctrine, to the prejudice of those evi-
dences on which the truths of religion are founded. If I live to publish another
edition of my work, I pledge myself to show in an additional paragraph, how
grossly and injuriously I have been treated on this occasion. * * It is pain-
ful to be called on, after the habits of intimacy in which I have lived with the
most exemplary characters in both parts of the island, to repel a direct charge
of atheism ; but whatever may be the effect of such calumnies on the minds of
strangers, it affords me much consolation to think, that they will be heard with
contempt and indignation by those who know thie real state of my sentiments,
and particularly by such as are acquainted with the strictness of those religious
principles in which I had the happiness to be educated from my earliest years.”

This letter was laid before the ministers at a meeting held by them on the
12th of March (1805); but being, to use their own phrase, by no means satisfied
with it, they appointed a committee, consisting of Dr Grieve, Mr David Black,
Mr David Dickson, and Dr Inglis, to proceed to the town-council and protest
against the election of Mr Leslie. As the council was to be that day engaged
in the election, the committee went accordingly to their chamber, and presented
a protest which had been prepared, in which, besides stating the grand objection
of the note and their inferences from it as to Mr Leslie’s religious principles,
they stated that, ¢¢ in the event of his being elected, notwithstanding this repre-
sentation, they reserved to themselves full power of questioning the validity of
such election, and of employing whatever means may, to them, be found compe-
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tent for preventing Mr Leslic’s induction into the oflice of professor; with full
power, in the event of his induction, to proseeute for his ejection from said of-
fice in any competent court, civil or ecclesiastical.” Tmmediately after this
paper was given in and its beavers had left the hall, the council clected Mr
Leslie.

At the meeting of the presbytery of Edinburgh on the 27th, the conmunittee
of the city clergy gave in a representation stating these trausactions, along with
a copy of their protest, and requested the reverend court to talee such steps in
the matter as they might judge proper. It was here determined by vote to carry
the affair before the synod ; a step formally necessary for bringing it under the
decision of the highest national chureh court, the general assembly.

At the meeting of this court, on the 22nd of May, the case of Mr Leslic came
before it in the shape of a complaint by the Rev. Sir Ilenry Moncrieff and other
members of the synod, against the reference of the case to the general assembly.
It was thus apparent that the leaders of the more zealously pious party of the
church had taken the part of Mr Leslie against their accustomed opponents.
"The interest which the public could not have failed to entertain respecting the
question, even if confined to its native merits, was excited to an uncommon de-
gree by this complication of the phenomenon, The case, nevertheless, furnished
only an unusually striking example of what must always be the result of a party
system in any delibervative body. It happened to be convenient for the ¢ mod-
erate 7 party on this particular occasion, to show an anxious desive for the purity
of faith and doetrine ; and for this purpose they raked up a negative title in the
Edinburgh clergy to be consulted in the exevcise of the town-council patronage,
which had not been acted upon for twenty-six years, during which time several
of the very men now prosceuting had been elected to chairs in the university
without regard to it. It was equally convenient for the evangelieal party,
though adverse to all their usnal principles, to regard the suspected infidelity of
Mr Leslie with a lenient and apologetic spirit, in order that they might be in
their usual position regarding their opponents, and because they hoped to gain
a trivmph for themselves in the non-success of a prosecution, which they could
easily sce rested upon no valid grounds, and could hardly, in the face of public
opinion, be carried to its utmost extent, even though a majority of servile votes
could have been obtained for the purpose.

In the course of the long debate which followed the introduction of the case,
some very strong testimonies weve brought forward in favour of DMr Leslie’s
moral and religious character. A letter from the minister of Largo testified that,
during the two past years, while Mr Leslie resided in the parish, he had paid a
becoming respect to religion, and that, if great abilities highly improved, an un-
stained moral character, and a tender discharge of every filial duty, recommend
to confidence and esteem, these belonged to him. Another letter, from the
clergyman of the neighbouring parish, after remarking that insinuations of the
kind disseminated respecting Mr Leslie, yielded but a contemptible support to
any cause, stated the following pavticulars: I have lived in habits of intimacy
with Mr Leslic for some time past; I have had an opportunity of knowing his
religious and political sentiments ; I have been furnished, in short, with satisfac-
tory evidence of his attachment to our eeclesiastical and civil establishment.
His father officiated long as a worthy elder of our church: his son was once a
student of divinity ; and though he has not prosecuted his theological studies,
having been much engaged in other literary pursuits, I never heard that he had
ceased to respect the docirines or discipline of tlie church of Scotland. On the
contrary, the leading doctrines of Christianity he regards with reverence.”

There was also read a letter from Mr Leslie to a friend, of date, February
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22nd, 1805, in which he thus expressed himself: ‘“ It was my lot to receive a
wost virtuous and religious education, in the bosom of a family eminently dis-
tinguishe(l by its exemplary lives; and the impressions of my early years, no
distance of time, or change of- circumstances can ever cfface. If wmy mind is
more enlarged by culture, I have likewise learned to see more deeply the im-
portance of those truths \\]nch bind men together iu society, and which, visiting
their inmost recesses, appal the gunlty 'md hold forth comfort to the metched
I have ever been a sincere lover of peace, of decency, and good order. DMy
time has been almost wholly speut in abstract researches, :md the study of the
sublime operations of nature. The questions, so much agitated of late, served
with me only to amuse a few leisure monients ; and even at that eventful period,
when the minds of men, and particularly of young men, were so violently in-
flamed, I escaped in a great measure the contagion. I sighed, indeed, for the
improvement of our species ; but the slightest_appearance of tumult, or popular
violence, was most abhorrent to my temper. I unever had the remotest connex-
ion with any party or political association whatever. In the spirit of mildness,
I endeavoured to think and act for myself. DMy sentiments of loyalty had been
confirmed by what I had seen during a short stay in America, where 1 witnessed
the disgusting and pernicious influence assumed by an ignorant, licentious, and
dissolute rabble. * * It is our native island that presents the truly checring
picture of equal laws mildly administered, and holds up a body of religious in-
stitutions at once rational, decent, and impressive. I venerate the great princi-
ples of our Christian faith, and am solicitous to mark, by my external beha-
viour, that respect which I cherish. Raising my affections above this little spot
of earth, the restless scene of intrigue, and strife, and malice, I look forward
with joy and expectation to that better country beyond the grave.”

Among the most powerful speakers on the side of Mr Leslie was Siv Henry
Moncrieft, who observed that the question expressly and simply referred to a
civil right of the Edinburgh ministers. ‘This right, he showed, had never been
before exercised in the election of a professor of mathematics, and in all proba-
bility would be confined by a court of law to the professorships existing at the
institution of the university, of which that of mathematics was not one. The
right, however, if right it was, had in reality been exercised : the clergy had
gone to the council and given their advice, and, though it had not been follow-
ed, still it had been received. Sir Heury also commented in sirong terms upon
the fact, that the whole of this prosecution, threatening so much to Mr Leslie,
had been conducted in such a way as to allow him no possibility of appearing
in his own defence. ““It is a civcumstance,” further continued this nervous
orator, ¢ which I cannot help mentlomna, that the ministers of Edinburgh, in
their zeal to find any sort of heresy in Mr Leslie’s note, have unfortunately an~
nounced a doctrine in opposition to that which they would fix on him, which is
capable of an interpretation more hostile to religion than any thing that they
have imputed to his book. In asserting ¢ such a necessary connexion between
cause and effect as implies an operatmg principle in the cause,’ they express a
doctrine of which I can scarcely mention the pernicious tendency. If the ne-
cessity is applied to the fivst cause, it is not far from blasphemy. If it is resiricted
(as I suppose it was meant to be) lo the second cause, it is substantially the dec-
trine of materialism, and leads directly to atheism. [Here Mr Ritchie interrupt-
ed the speaker, to remind him that he had qualified the expression, and restricted
his meaning to a conditional or contingent necessity.] True, sir, he did sc.
He did the very thing which he will not allow Mr Leslie to do. He gives aa
explanation for himself and his friends, when le perceives the consequences of
the original expressions they had employed. He qualifies the necessity they
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asserted, by the term ¢ conditioual,” by which he means to vestrict it, and he
expects that we are to take his explanation without a murmur ; although, when
Mr Leslie would confine the assertion in his note to ¢ objects of physical exam-
ination, he obstinately fixes him down to his original expressions, and rejects
the limitation as utterly inadmissible. Unfortunately, sir, the doctrine of the
ministers of Edinburgh, with regard to such a neccssary connexion between
cause and cffect as implies an operating principle in the cause, stands in its ori-
ginal state in the protest which they gave to the town-council. It is recorded
in the council books; and there it /must remain in all future times, without any
explanation whatever, be its tendency or its heresy ever so mischievous.

¢ The use,” he continued with exquisite sarcasm, ‘‘ which may be made of
incautious expressions, may be as forcibly illustrated from the protest of the
ministers of Edinburgl, as from the note of Mr Leslie. But there is this ma-
terial distinction between the two cases: Mr Leslie, at least, understood the
precise meaning of his assertions, as far as they related to the subject of which
he was writing ; but my reverend brethren enunciated their dogma in perfect
innocence and simplicity, completely unconscious of its true import and ten-
dency!”

Near midnight, on the second day of the debate, it was determined by 96
against 84 to dismiss this vexatious case without further notice. On the vote
being announced, a shout of applause—an unwonted sound in the general as-
sembly—burst from the crowd assembled in the galleries.

DMr Leslie entered without further opposition upon the duties of his chair, and
upon a course of experimental discovery by which he was to confer lustre upon
the university. Through the assistance of one of his ingenious contrivances—
his hygrometer—he arrived in 1510 at the discovery of that singularly beautiful
process of artificial congelation, which enabled him to convert water and mer-
cury into ice. ¢ We happened,” says a brother professor, ‘ to witness the con-
summation of the discovery—at least, of the performance of one of the first suc-
cessful repetitions of the process by which it was effected ; and we shall never
forget the joy and elation which beamed on the face of the discoverer, as, with
his characteristic good nature, he patiently explained the steps by which he had
been led to it.”

In 1809 Mr Leslie published his Elements of Geometry, which immediately
became a class-book, and has since gone through four editions. He also pub-
lished, in 1813, an ¢ Account of Experiments and Instruments depending on
the relation of Air to Heat and DMoisture.” In 1817 he produced his ¢ Philo-
sophy of Arithmetic, exhibiting a Progressive view of the Theory and Progress
of Calculation,” a small octavo; and, in 1821, his * Geometrical Analysis, and
Geometry of Curve Lines, being volume second of a Course of Mathematics, and
designed as an Introduction to the study of Natural Philosophy.”* 1In 1622 he
published ¢ Elements of-Natural Philosophy,” for the use of his class—reprinted
in 1829—and of which only one volume appeared. ¢ Rudiments of Geome-
try,” a small octavo, published, 1528, and designed for popular use, was his last
separate work, Besides these separate works, he wrote many admirable articles
in the Edinburgh Review, three profound treatises in Nicholson’s Philosophical
Journal, a few in the Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, and
several very valuable articles on different branches of physics in the Supple-

2 The Elemenis of Geometry included Trigonometry and Geometrical Analysis in one
volume, for the three first editions 3 and the curve lines of the second order was a small separ-
ate work. In the fourth edition of the Geometry, 1820, one volume included Geometry and
Trigonometry, and the second, published some time after, consisted of Geometrical Analysis,
including the curves of the second order, formerly published with the addition of the higher
curves.
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ment to the Encyclopedia Britannica. In 1819, on the death of professor
Playfair, whose promotion had formerly made room for him in the chair of
mathematics, he was elevated to the professorship of mnatural philosophy, by
which his powers were of course brought into a far wider field of display and
of usefulness, than they had been for the preceding fourteen years. Among
the preliminary treatises of the seventh edition of the Encyclopadia Britannica,
which began to be published in 1330, he wrote a ¢ Discourse on the History of
Mathematical and Physical Science, during the eighteenth century,” which may
be described as one of the most agreeable and masterly of all his compositions.

The income enjoyed by Mr Leslie was for many years so much above his ne-
cessities, that he was able, by careful management, to realise a fortunc not far
short of ten thousand pounds. Part of this he expended, in his latter years,
upon the purchase and decoration of a mansion called Coates near his native
village, where he spent all the intervals allowed by his college duties. Early
in the year 1832, at the recommendation of the lord chancellor (Brougham),
he was invested with a knighthood of the Guelphic order, at the same time
that Messrs Herschel, C. Bell, Ivory, Brewster, South, and Harris Nicolas,
received a similar honour. Sir Jolin Leslie was not destined long to enjoy
the well-merited honour. In the end of October, while superintending some of
the improvements about his much-loved place, he incautiously exposed himself to
wet, the consequence of which was a severe cold. Among the various foibles
which protruded themselves through the better powers and habitudes of his mind,
was a contempt for medicine, and an unwillingness to think that he could be
seriously ill. He accordingly neglected his ailment, and was speedily seized
with erysipelas in one of his legs; a disorder at that time raging in Scotland
with all the symptoms and effects of a malignant epidemic. On Wednesday,
October 31st, he again exposed himself in his grounds, and from that day, the
malady advanced very rapidly, On the evening of Saturday, November 3d, he
breathed his last.

The scientific and personal character of Sir John Leslic has been sketched
with so bold and free a pencil by Mr Macvey Napier, his brother in both aca-
demic and literary labours, that we make no apology for presenting it to the
reader, in lieu of any thing of our own:

“ It would be impossible, we think, for any intelligent and well-constituted
mind, to review the labours of this distinguished man, without a strong feeling
of admiration for his inventive genius and vigorous powers, and of respect for
that extensive knowledge which his active curiosity, his various reading, and
his happy memory had enabled him to attain, Some few of his contemporaries
in the same walks of science, may have excelled him in profundity of under-
standing, in philosophical caution, and in logical accuracy ; but we doubt if any
surpassed him, whilst he must be allowed to have surpassed many, in that crea-
tive faculty—one of the highest and rarest of nature’s gifis—which leads, and
is necessary to discovery, though not all-sufficient of itself for the formation of
safe conclusions; or in that subtilty and reach of discernment which seizes the
finest and least obvious relations among the objects of science—which elicits the
hidden secrets of nature, and ministers to new combinations of her powers.
There were some flaws, it must be allowed, in the mind of this memorable per-
son. He strangely undervalued some branches of philosophical inquiry of high
importance in the circle of human knowledge. His credulity in matters of or-
dinary life was, to say the least of it, as conspicuous as his tendency to scepti-
cism in science. It has been profoundly remarked by Mr Dugald Stewart, that
¢ though the mathematician may be prevented, in his own pursuits, from going
far astray, by the absurdities to which his errors lead him, he is seldom apt to
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be revolted by absurd conclusions in other matters. Thus, even in physies,’ he
adds, “mathematicians have been led to acquiesce in conclusions which appear
ludicrous to men of different habits.” Something of the same kind was observ-
able in the mind of this distingnished matliematician, for such also lie was. Ile
was apt, too, to run into some startling hiypothesis, from an unwarrantable ap-
plication of mathematical principles to subjects altogether foreign to them; as
when le finds an analogy between cireulating decimals, and the lengthened ey-
cles of the seasons. Inall his writings, with the exception, perhaps, of hiis last
considerable performance, the discourse prefixed to the seventh edition of the
Lncyclopedia Britannica, even in the sober ficll of pure mathematics, there is
a constant straining after € thoughts that breathie and words that burn,’ and a
love of abstract, and figurative, and novel modes of expression, which has ex-
posed them to just eriticism, by impartial judges,and to some puny fanlt-finding,
by others, more willing to carp at defects than to point out the merits which
redeem them. DBut when even severe criticism hassaid its worst, it must he al-
lIowed, that genius has struck its captivating impress, deep and wide over all his
works. Ilis more airy speculations may be thrown aside or condemned; but his
exquisite instrnments,and his original and beautiful experimental combinations,
will ever attest the fruitfulness of his mind, and continue to act as helps to far-
ther discovery. Wehavealready alluded to the extent and excursiveness of his
reading. It israre, indeed,to finda man of so much invention,and who him-
sclf valued the inventive above all the other powers, possessing so vast a store of
learned and curious information. IHis reading cxtended to every nook and
corner, however obscure, that books have touched upon. He was a lover, too,
and that in no ordinary degree, of what is commonly called anecdote. Though
he did not shine in mixed society, and was latterly unfitted by a considerable
degree of deafness for enjoying it, his conversation, when seated with one or
two, was highly entertaining. It had no wit, little repartee, and no fine turns
of any kind, but it had a strongly-original and racy cast,and was replete with
siriking remarks and curious information.

¢ He had faults, no doubt, as all ¢of woman born’ have : he had preju-
dices, of which it would have been better to be rid; he was not over chari-
table in his views of human virtue; and he was not quite so ready, on all ocea-
sions, to do that justice to kindred merit as was to be expected in so ardent a
worshipper of genius. But his faults were far more than compensated hy his
many good qualities—by hisconstant equanimity, hischeerfulness, hissimplicity
of character, almost infantine, his straightforwardness, his perfect freedom from
affectation, and, above all, his unconquerable good nature.®  He was, indeed,
one of the most placable of humman beings; and if, as has been thounght, he
generally had a steady eye, in his worldly course, to his own' interest, it
cannot be denied that he was, notwithstanding, a warm and good friend, and
a relation on whose affectionate assistance a firm reliance could ever be
placed.

¢ There is one other matter which, in justice to the illustrions dead, we can-
not pass over in silence; we mean the permanent service rendered to the class
of Natural Philosophy by the late Sir John Leslie in the collection of by far the

8 The person of Sir John Leslie was, in later life, far from gainly. He was short and cor-
pulent with a florid face,and somewhat unsightly projection of the front teeth,and tottered
considerably in walking. He was, moreover, very slovenly in his mode of dressing—a peen-
liarity the more eurious, as it was accompanied by no ineonsiderable share of self~respect,
and an anxiety to be thought young and engaging. The mixture of great intelleetual
powers with the linmbler weaknesses of human nature, can seldom have been more strik-
ingly exemplified than in his easc; thongh it is evident that, as his weaknesses were
very mueh those to which unmarried men in advaneed life are supposed to be most pe-
culiarly liable, they might have probably been obviated in a great measure, if e had
happened to spend his life in the more fortunatc condition of matrimony.
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finest and most complete set of apparatus in the kingdom. Augustus boasted
that he found Rome Dbuilt of brick, and left it a eity of palaces and temples
constructed of marble. Without any exaggeration, something analogous may ba
predicated of Sir John Leslie in regard to the apparatus of this class. e found
it a collection of antiquated and obsolete rubbish; he left it the most complete
and perfect of its kind in this kingdom ; and if it had pleased God to spare him
a few years longer, it would, beyond all doubt, have been rendered the first in
Europe or the world. The renovation which he effected was, indeed, most ra
dically complete. The whole of the old trash was thrown aside, and its place
stpplied by new instruments, constructed on the most improved principles by the
most celebrated artists, both in this country and on the continent; while its
absolute amount was increased tenfold, and adapted, in the happiest manner, to
the present advanced state of science. His perseverance and enthusiasm in this
rvespect were indeed boundless ; and as his predecessors were not experimental
ists, in the same sense in which he was, and had made little or no effort to ac-
commodate the apparatus to the progress of science, or even to repair the wear
and tear of time, he had the whole to create, in theisame way as if the class had
only been founded when he was first promoted to the chair. By his own con.
tinued and admirably-directed efforts, aided by the liberality of the patrons,
who generously made him several grants in furtherance of the object which he
had so much at heart; and also by very considerable pecuniary sacrifices upon his
own part, for which he has never as yet got the credit that is so justly due to
him; he at length succeeded in furnishing the apparatus-room in the manner
in which it may now be seen by any one who choeses to visit it, and thus con-
ferred npon the university a benefit for which it ought to be for ever grateful to
his memory. This may sound strange in the ears of those who have been ac-
customed to hear it said, as it lias often been, most falsely, that Sir John Leslie
was a bad experimenter. 'The truth is, that of all his great and varied gifts,
none was more remarkable than the delicacy and success with which he perform-
ed the most difficult experiments, excepting perhaps his intuitive sagacity in in-
stantly detecting the cause of an accidental failure ; and it is a known fact, that,
after he had discovered and communicated to the world his celebrated process
of ariificial congelation, particularly as applied to the freezing of mercury, some
of the first men of science in Londen failed of performing it, till the discoverer
himself, happening to be on the spot personally, showed them wherein consisted
the fault of their manipulation, and at once performed the experiment which
had previously baffled all their efforts. It is equally well known to those whe
were acquainted with him, that the most elegant in form as well as the most
delicate in operation of the beautiful instruments invented by himself, were con-
structed by his own hand, and that this, to him most agreeable employment,
constituted the recreation of his leisure hours. The apparatus-room, indeed,
contains many specimens of his workmanship in this line, and they are of such a
description as would not do any discredit to the most practised and skilful artisi.
To his immediate successor his acquisitions and his labours will, therefore, be of
incalculable importance ; but the merit which really belongs to him can only be
duly estimated by those who know what he found, when he became professor ot
natural philesophy, and can compare it with the treasures which he has left
behind him,”* 23 \

4 Some further particulars respecting his various talenisand acquirements may be gathered
from the following notice, which appeared in the Edinburgh Courant, and scems to be the
production of one qualified in more ways than one to speak upon the subject:—¢*Sir Johu
Leslic has been for many years known in this country, and over all Europe, as one of the most
eminent characters of the age. Asa mathematician and_ philosophers asa profound and
accomplished scholar; asa proficient in gene)l‘i:ll literature,” and in history and many other
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LEYDEN, Jouy, a man of singularly varied genius and accomplishment, was
born on the Sth of September, 1775, at Denliolm, a village on the banks of the
Teviot, in the parish of Cavers and county of Roxburgh, His parents were
John Leyden and Isabella Scott, who hald three sons and two danghters younger
than himself. Ilis ancestors in both lines had Dbeen farmers ou the estate of
Cavers for several generatious; but his father, though skilful in rural afluirs,
declined to engage on his own account in the same occupation, thinking even
the fortunate pursuit of gain a poor compensation for the anxiety that attends it.
About a year after the birth of their first child, he removed to Henlawshiel on
the farm of Nether Tofts, which was then occupied by Andrew Blythe, his wife’s
uncle, whom he first served as shepherd, and subsequently as overseer, his mas-
ter having had the misfortune to lose his sight. The cottage in which the
family vesided was of an humble construction ; its internal accommodations were
equally simple; but it was situated at the foot of the majestic hill of Ruberslaw,
and there, among the ¢ dun heathy slopes and valleys green,” did Leyden im-
bibe that enthusiasm and manliness of character which afterwards displayed

branches of knowledge, lie had few rivals.  But it was for mathematical science and its kin-
dred studies, that lie discovered, at a very early period, a decided predilection ; and it is in the
sucecssful illustration ef scientific truth and of all the complicated phenomena of physics, that
his great reputation has been acquired.  Im these pursuits lic was eminently qualified to excel
by the great original powers of his mind, which were further stimulated by an ardent enthu-
siasm, and an early desire of distinction among the illustrious names of his day. Along with
a profound knowledge of his subject, he posscssed great inventive powers, which not only en-
abled him to sound the depths of science, but to expound its important preblems with a sim-
plicity and clegance rarely equalled. In making his way through the intricacies of physical
research, his severe judgment guided him in the right path; and henee his demonstrations al-
ways afford a striking and beautiful display of pure reason, witheut any tendency to that spirit
of metaphysical subtlety which occasionally perplexes the spceulations of Laplace, Legendre,
with others of the continental philosephers 3 and it is worthy of remark that, aleng with the
penetrating force of his judgment, he carried into those studies that taste and fancy—that pre-
dilection for the beautiful, which may be recognised in all his spceulutions, whether in litera-
ture or in science. His taste in geometry was founded on the purest models of Grecian phi-
losophy ; hc delighted to expound to his pupils the simplicity and elegance of the demenstra.
tions by the great masters of antiquity ; he commendcd them to their imitation, and expatiat-
ed on the subject in a manner well fitted to inspire a kindred enthusiasm ; se that we might
have fancied that he was dilating, not on the merits of a mathematical problem, but on some
of those beautiful forms and classic medels of ancient art which have been the wonder of all
suceecding times. Nor was this admiration of ancient geomctry a mere pedantic or barren
speculation. The great philosopher of whem we are speaking carried his principles into prac-
tice, and applied the abstraet properties of figures with the happiest suceess to experimental
philosophy s many branches of which he greatly extended by his discoveries; and in all of
them he developed_the most original views, which may yet be traecd to important results.
The_range of his studies was amazingly extensive; and he had accumulated vast stores of
knowlcdge, espeeially on scientific subjects. He was deeply versed in the history of science,
which he had traced from its earliest dawnings in the times of Greece and Rome, through all
the subsequent vieissitudes which it experienced during the dark ages of barbarism, till it was
xevived by the Arabians in the east, and was afterwards improved and perfected by the more
brilliant discoveries of modern times. 'We speak literally when we say, that we doubt if there
is a single publication rclating to this subject, either in the ancicnt or the modern languagcs,
which lie had not diligently perused ; and his knowledge, minute and accurate on every point,
and, once acquired, never forgotten, overflowed in his conversation and in his writings. The
date of any great discovery was familiar to him; he could give ancedotes or biographical
sketches of all the great promoters of science in every age ; and the prodigality of his informa-
tion was not more surprising than the ease with which he preserved its disposition and ar-
rangement, under certain great leading principles, which were the land-marks of his mind,
by which the store of facts which he had been trcasuring up for years was reduced into order,
and each distributed into its proper place in the great system of which it formed a part. For
the truth of this remark we may refer to the ¢ History of the Barometer,” in the Edinburgh
Review, and fo his papers on Meteorelogy, and other subjectsin the Encyclopzdia Britannica,
to his continuation of Playfair’s Introductory Discourses prefixed to that work, as well as to
many of his other productions, which display the great extent of his researches. On other
subjccts, also, not connceted with his peculiar studies, his informatien was minute and exten-
sive. He was deeply read in Scottish history and antiquities ; and on all modern questions of
politics or political economy, he had his own’original idcas, which he was always ready to ex-
press and expound in a fair and temperate strain.”
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themselves so strongly in his domestic affections, in his love of country, and in
his unwearied pursuit of knowledge. '
With the inmates of his father’s house dwelt intelligence, cheerful content, :
and piety ; and, in this scene of the domestic virtues, Leyden was taught to read
by his grandmother, under whom he soon acquired a familiar acquaintance with {
the events recorded in the sacred volume, the historical passages in the Old Tes-
tament having first attracted his attention. There is no circumstance from
which we should so readily entertain good hopes of the future conduct of a boy,
as that of his having been imbued with his earliest letters by so venerable an
instruciress ; for it argues not only an attentive care to make himspell and preo-
nounce words correctly, but an anxious discharge of the parental duties on the
part of the family from whom he is sprung, which cannot fail to produce the
best effects on the heart of the young pupil—an effect how diflerent from that
which other fathers are doomed fo witness, who, as soon as their children’s age
admits of their removal, despatch them to distant schools to be brought up as
well as taught by strangers, and think they have done all that can reasonably be {
expected from them when they disburse the sums necessary for the imnainte- l
nance of their offspring! It was considered the highest praise of a Roman ma- |
tron of rank that ¢ she staid at home and span,” domum mansit, lanam fecit ; |
but by far more honourable is the epitaph which might with truth be engraved %
|

!

on the tombstones of many Scottish women of the humblest rank— she taught
her grandchildren to read.” The moral worth which such a system of affection-
ate training keeps alive in the land cannot be too highly estimated ; and, as if
to prove its advantage, such men as Leyden now and then emerge from useful
obscurity, and make the beauty of their home-bred virtues conspicuous to all the
world.

Leyden’s taste for reading, once kindled, spread like the moorburn on his
native heaths, first over the books in his father’s possession, and then to the
shelves of the neighbours. Some popular worls on Scoltish history supplied the f
inspiring recilal of the deeds of Wallace and Bruce, whick, beyond their im- i
mediate benefit, have continued as examples through succeeding ages to cherish |
sentiments of independence in every generous bosom. Among the other pro- !
ductions with which he was greatly delighted, have been enumerated the poems !
of Sir David Lindsay, Paradise Lost, Chapman’s translation of Homer, and the
Arabian Nights Entertainments. An odd volume of the last-named work he ob- |
tained, when he was about eleven years old, by avesolute perseverance of solici-
tation quite commensurate with the avdour of his subsequent literary carees. He
had received from a companion some account of its contents, and been told that
the treasure belonged to a blacksmith’s apprentice who resided at some miles’
distance from his father’s house, The very next morning, Leyden waded |
through the snow in the liope of being allowed to peruse a parf of the volume
in the owner’s presence—for he had no title to expect a loan of it in any other
way ; and that he might have leisure to do so, he set out betimes. On reaching
the smithy, learning that the lad had gone from home to do some work, he pro-
ceeded to the place, and, having preferred his request, met with a refusal. But
he was not to be so dismissed, and continuing beside the lad the whole day, he
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